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New Member Procedural process 
1. Step One: Make an Application – person makes 

application to join Club with payment of $80.00 join fee. 
The person making application must have also applied for a 
firearms licence or applied for a variation to existing firearms licence with SAPOL. 

2. Step Two: Police Background Check 
Club Secretary will write to SAPOL for a background check to verify this person is a fit and proper 
person to join the Club. If they are considered a suitable person, the Firearms Branch will send a 
confirmation letter to the Club.  Note that the Club is not able to provide any training until they see 
your ‘SAPOL Approval To Undertake Club Training Letter’. 

3. Step Three: Training 
Upon the Club acceptance of application form, the applicant shall be subject to a mandatory 
probationary period of at least six months (6) with a minimum of seventy-five (75%) attendances 
at programmed Club matches during the probationary period (may be reduced for A & B, not H).  
During this time the Club will observe the suitability to be a Member of the Club. 
The Member is requested to pay the appropriate membership fee $ for training to commence. 
Training consists of both safety and theory along with practical lessons from instructor/s.  
The new member is allocated a Firearms Safety Training Instructor depending on which category 
applied and they commence the firearms training once the FPP has been approved. 

4. Step Four: Complete Training for Licence Category 1 (Shooting Club) 
Once the applicant has successfully completed training, the Club instructor will sign off a 
‘Certificate of Training (PD314)’ for the appropriate Licence Categories A1, B1 and/or H1. 
The trainee is required to notify the Registrar within 28 days of becoming a member of a shooting 
Club and to provide contact details of the Club, regardless of whether they already have 
membership of any other shooting Club. 
 
Category Handguns (H1) 
Handgun licences are either 1 or 3 years. Renewing a Handgun (H1) 
licence requires you to submit a yearly Club Chit detailing a legally 
required number of attendances.  Annually you must participate in at least 
6 Club organised competitive shooting matches for any single Handgun 
Category that you hold.  If you have Handguns from multiple Categories, 
then you need to allocate 6 shoots to 1 category and then 4 matches for each Category after your 
first nominated category is required. 
Category 1 – air or gas operated handguns 
Category 2 – .22 calibre rimfire handguns (long rifle or short) 
Category 3 – centrefire handguns of not more than .38 calibre 
Category 4 – handguns of more than .38 calibre 
 
Category Long Arms (A1 B1) 
Long arms licences are either 1, 3 or 5 years.  
In 2017 Firearms Branch initiated a policy change with regard to Club Chits. 
There is no requirement to submit Club chits for A1 or B1 category activities.  
Clubs/Individuals are only required to submit Club Chits for category C or H Club use. 
 

SSAA SA Club Secretaries are required by law to inform SAPOL  
within 28 days of anyone who is no longer an active member. 

 
 


